
Program in Action – Expanding Horizons at Space Camp 

 

Girl Scout Julia had an itch to travel, but she was nervous about being away from home for the 
first time. To learn more about travel experiences available through Girl Scouts, Julia and her 
mom attended a Girl Scout Scoop Night to meet other girls her age who have gone on a 
Destination.  At the event she heard from a Girl Scout who traveled to Costa Rica and helped 
sea turtles and another who worked on her Gold Award at an orphanage in Peru. Julia felt 
confident she could travel, too. 

That night Julia and her mom visited the Destinations website and looked for something local to 
get her started. They settled on Space Camp in Huntsville, AL, since Julia loved learning about 
space in the fifth grade. She was accepted to Space Camp “Team Miranda” and even received 
a scholarship from Girl Scouts to help pay for the cost! 

 

At Space Camp Julia and her fellow space explorers visited museums and learned about the 
different rockets and shuttles. They even got to hear from astronauts themselves, including 
Jerry Ross who flew into space a record seven times and former Girl Scout Jan Davis who was 
elected to both the Alabama Aviation Hall of Fame and the Alabama Engineering Hall of Fame.   

http://forgirls.girlscouts.org/travel/take-a-trip/destinations/


But her favorite part of the experience was participating in the 
simulated missions like the 1/6 gravity chair and team building extra 
vehicular activity. Although the missions were stressful at times, 
they learned how teamwork plays a huge role in working well under 
pressure. 

While she isn’t sure what she wants to be when she grows up, 
Space Camp helped Julia see that she truly has a passion for 
science. Her advice to other girls considering a Destination… 

“Don’t be afraid to try something new.  Everybody who goes on a 
Destination is on the same boat trying to make new friends.  Go; be 
friendly, and everything will be fine!   You will learn more than you 
do in the classroom, and you will make friends from all over the 
country.  I even met Girl Guides from New Zealand, Paris, and 
Germany!” 

Resources for Girl Scouts 

Girl Scout Destinations are the ultimate adventure for individual girls ages 11 and older! With 
different trips every year, there’s something amazing for everyone to experience. 

• Destinations travel opportunities are open to individual Cadette, Senior, and 
Ambassador Girl Scouts.  Join us for an upcoming Scoop Night to learn more about the 
Destinations program and to meet recent travelers. Visit our Event Calendar to learn 
more. 

• All 2017 Destinations and select 2018 Destinations will be posted to the GSUSA 
Destinations page on August 15, 2016.  

• Applications are accepted in two rounds.  Round 1 applications are due to the Girl 
Scouts of Orange County Program Department by November 1, 2016.  Round 2 
applications are due to the GSOC Program Department by January 5, 2016. 

• Travel scholarships are available and girls may use Cookie Dough or money-earning 
projects towards the cost of their Destinations program.  

Please contact Julie Jackson at jjackson@GirlScoutsOC.org to learn more about Destinations 
programs and Destinations scholarship opportunities.     

 

http://preview.girlscoutsoc.org/en/events/event-list.html?q=scoop+night
http://forgirls.girlscouts.org/travel/take-a-trip/destinations/
http://forgirls.girlscouts.org/travel/take-a-trip/destinations/

