
August 2020 - Girl Scouts Prepare to Lead in Entrepreneurship, Automotive 
Engineering, STEM Careers, and Civics Engagement 

This past July Girl Scouts announced 24 new national badges designed to help girls practice 
ambitious leadership in the crucial areas of automotive engineering, STEM career exploration, 
entrepreneurship, and civics, many of which remain male-dominated. In a year of 
unprecedented global change, our country's need for strong, broad-minded, and decisive 
leadership has never been greater. Girl Scouts are our leaders of today and the future: our 
programming equips female change-makers with the skills and experiences they need to take 
charge and do good for the world.  

The new Girl Scout badges include: 

• Entrepreneurship (grades K–12). Girls develop an entrepreneurial mindset as they
engage in age-appropriate exercises that help them create and pitch a product or
service that solves a problem.

• STEM Career Exploration (grades 2–8). Girls explore their career interests and
connect them to STEM fields—particularly computer science, nature/environmental
science, engineering, design, health, and agriculture—that can help them address the
pressing issues of our time and change the world.

• Automotive Engineering (grades K–5). Girls learn about designing, engineering, and
manufacturing vehicles, as well as the future of mobility.

https://www.girlscoutsoc.org/en/gsoc/news/2020/_24_new_badges_prepa.html


• Civics (grades K–12). Girls gain in-depth understanding of how local, state, and federal
government works, preparing them to be voters, advocates for change, and even
political leaders.

Find the resources you need to earn these badges on the VTK and get your badges from the 
GSOC Shop. 

Local Girl Scouts look forward to taking a deeper dive into these important areas as they 
develop leadership skills that prepare them to build a better world for us all.  

• In the area of Entrepreneurship, Girl Scout Brownie Kara C. from Troop 8561 tapped into
her entrepreneurial spirit to become Girl Scouts of Orange County’s Top Cookie Seller in
2020, selling 6,068 packages of cookies. For Kara, Girl Scouts means “Opportunity.”
She shares, “Because of the Girl Scout Cookie Program, I was given the opportunity to
learn and show what I am capable of.”

Girl Scout Brownie Kara C. Sells Cookies Door to Door During the 2020 Cookie Program. 

https://www.girlscoutshop.com/ORANGE-COUNTY-COUNCIL


• Local STEM enthusiast Girl Scout Senior Genevieve P. from Troop 2200
competed on Girl Scouts of Orange County’s First Robotics team for several
years, taking home first prize in the 2018 FIRST Lego League Competition.
Genevieve wants more girls to have the opportunities she has had to explore
STEM. She regularly leads STEM experiences for younger Girl
Scouts. Genevieve shares, “I want to show the world what Girl Scouts has done
for me and inspire other girls to join the fun!”

Girl Scout Senior Genevieve P. with her Robotics Team Galaxy Girls 

• The girls from multi-level Troop 3296 recently helped coordinate an event with
Girls in the Garage and Mission Viejo Transmission to teach girls about
mechanics and car maintenance. For three hours, girls from over 20 troops
rotated through seven mechanical stations where they learned about and
practiced everything from fixing a flat tire to changing oil and why it’s important
for your car’s engine. Girl Scout Junior Autumn E. shared “Because of Girl
Scouts, I have had experiences that have not only taught me about my world, but
about myself.”



Girl Scouts from Troop 3296 at Girls in the Garage 

• Gold Award Girl Scout Ambassador Mandy H. from Troop 1010 organized a Mini Mock
Trial Program with the Placentia-Yorba Linda School district to instill an early sense of
justice and civic duty in middle school students and help them develop self-confidence
and public speaking skills. She shares, “I was able to take an area I enjoy and excel at in
high school and use it to help the younger generation gain skills that will ultimately help
them as they go forward in their education and future careers.”
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Gold Award Girl Scout Mandy H. with Yorba Linda Council Member Tara Campbell and friends 

Girl Scouts is proven to develop strong and effective leaders, as outstandingly demonstrated by 
Kara, Genevieve, Mandy, and Troop 3296.  

Are your Girl Scouts planning to earn the new badges? Share their story with us at 
marcom@girlscoutsoc.org. 

We're looking forward to sharing stories of local Girl Scouts and volunteers in our 
Program in Action Section. Tell us what you’re up to and you might be featured! 
Submit your story today!

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsusa/forms-and-documents/about-girl-scouts/research/GSRI_ImpactStudy_2017.pdf
mailto:marcom@girlscoutsoc.org
https://www.girlscoutsoc.org/stories



