
ARA ANOSHIRAVANI 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Ara Anoshiravani is a Managing Director at Deloitte Tax leading a group of 

over 350 tax professionals.  In her many roles at Deloitte over her 20-year 

tenure, Ara is known to be a strategic, inclusive, collaborative leader with a 

focus on growth and building eminence.  Ara has served clients, led teams 

and managed through change effectively.  Her focus is on building high 

performing teams, their development and serving clients with excellence. 

Ara graduated from the University of San Diego with a degree in Accounting 

and a Minor in Spanish and began her career in Public Accounting. Having 

grown up in Orange County, and having been a Girl Scout in Huntington 

Beach, she returned here in 2003.   

Ara’s passion in impacting her community and providing opportunities is evident outside of Deloitte as 

well.  She has served on her children’s school board, served on the PTA, and volunteered with 

Orangewood to name a few.  Her greatest joy has been serving as a Girl Scout troop and having 

watched her troop grow over the years.  She is looking forward to help pave the way for all Girl Scouts 

in Orange County in these unprecedented times. 

  

 



GERI CERKOVNIK 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Geri Cerkovnik is the owner and CEO of 

Dale Carnegie of Orange County, a 

professional learning and development 

organization that focuses not only on 

companies that want to build a culture of 

collaboration and engage their workforce 

and adults that want to further enhance their 

skills and performance, but also on 

supporting youth to build skills that will last a 

life time.   

Geri’s career began with her recruitment into 

Bell Atlantic’s Executive Development Program (now Verizon) after graduating with 

honors with her BSEE degree.  She went on to earn her MBA in International Business 

and Telecommunications Management as well as a Master’s Certification in Program 

Management from George Washington University.  She has an extensive background in 

technology and startup environments and has been part of several successful startup 

acquisitions.  

Geri is actively involved with many local community projects and mentoring programs to 

help girls and women to succeed with their career aspirations.  This past year, she served 

on the Celebrate Leadership committee for the Girl Scouts of Orange County.  She also 

volunteers with organizations that support our special needs community including Special 

Olympics and LightHouse.  Through Dale Carnegie, she is able to support many 

community projects including: a Global Day of Giving each fall in which her company 

helps non-profit organizations engage their volunteers to enhance their contributions and 

an outreach program for veteran’s in which they receive scholarships into the Dale 

Carnegie programs to help them successfully transition from military to civilian work place 

environments.  



AZEEM DHALLA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Azeem Dhalla has over 20 years of management, accounting, tax and 

consulting experience in a variety of industries ranging from construction, 

real estate, professional services, and health and fitness. Prior to forming 

Dhalla CPA in 2010, Azeem had over 10 years of Senior Management 

experience in a top 100 National Accounting firm. 

In addition to essential accounting skills such as financial reporting, tax 

preparation and planning, Azeem has been responsible for the timely 

preparation of year-end financial statements and tax returns for third party 

users such as lenders, banks, and sureties. Azeem's clients have ranged 

from startups to $30+ million in annual revenues and have successfully 

navigated significant growth with the help of his financial analysis and reporting.  More recently, he has 

been able to help his clients successfully navigate the challenges in pivoting in this new economic 

paradigm. 

Azeem's strengths lie in his ability to communicate with his clients in an effective manner.  He enjoys 

taking a complicated topic and making it easy to understand for his clients and employees.  His passion 

lies in helping others achieve their goals.   

He is a family man with a 13-year-old daughter Zaleeya (Girl Scout Cadette), his wife Zeena (Girl Scout 

Troop Leader and 2018 Celebrate Leadership Honoree), and his furry dog friend, Luna.  Azeem is a 

registered responsible adult with GSOC. 

Azeem has volunteered and donated to the following organizations over the years and continues to 

assist when he can: Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity, Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity Foundation, Ladera Ranch 

AYSO Region 1455, Girl Scouts of Orange County,  CASA of Orange County, Pratham USA. 

In his free time Azeem, enjoys playing soccer as a goalkeeper and coaching up and coming 

goalkeepers.  He also enjoys Angels Baseball and Rams Football and USA Men’s and Women’s 

Soccer. He's an avid astronomy lover, a purveyor of Star Wars movies, a fan of 80’s music and enjoys 

the comedy of the Big Bang Theory.  Some of his favorite recent books are: “Astrophysics for People 

in a Hurry” by Neil Degrasse Tyson, “The 4 Hour Work Week” by Tim Ferris, and “World in My Eyes” by 

Richard Blade. 



JULIE FARBANIEC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Julie is about to launch her own consulting practice after 

12+ years as an HR leader with Blizzard 

Entertainment.  Her new company, Leadership Enthusiast, 

was created out of a passion for developing individuals and 

teams, especially within the entertainment and games 

space.  Her day-to-day focus is leadership development 

and team effectiveness which her ongoing work with the 

Board of Directors for the Girl Scouts of Orange County 

continues to inspire.  She loves seeing the impact that Girls 

Scouts has on the young girls and women in our community, 

especially in building their courage and self-confidence.       

Julie holds a bachelor’s degree from Hofstra University. She played volleyball for them 

and treasured that experience.  She also earned her master’s degree in Organizational 

Leadership from Chapman University. Outside of work, Julie is an avid world traveler (25+ 

countries and counting) and enjoys hiking and spending time with her husband, Jim, and 

her wonderful family and friends.   
 



CATHY FITZPATRICK 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Cathy joined Tax & Financial Group (TFG) in 1990 and has 

stayed at TFG due to there high level of client support with 

CPAs, attorney, and investment CFA’s on staff. Cathy is a 

CFP - Certified Financial Planner™ Practitioner and a 

Certified Long-Term Care Specialist. 

As a female financial advisor in a male-dominated 

business, she naturally attract female clients, specifically 

women who find themselves in the unfamiliar situation of 

divorce or becoming newly widowed. Her calm and patient 

style helps clients feel confident and relaxed in their meetings. 

Cathy graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration with a 

minor in Economics from the University of New Hampshire. Growing up with an 

accountant father and my mom as a nurse, she has a head for numbers and a heart for 

people! Cathy believes in giving back to the community and is active in many 

organizations. She was a Girl Scout Troop leader for 11 years and serves on the Board 

of her firm’s annual charity golf tournament. Over the last 25 years, we have raised 

millions of dollars to date. She is a former fundraising committee leader for CASA, Court 

Appointed Special Advocates for Foster Children. Cathy and her husband Pat have two 

adult children and live in south Orange County. On weekends you can find her gardening, 

spoiling her animals and spending time with family. 

 

 



MOLLY JOLLY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Molly Jolly became the highest-ranking woman in the Angels 

organization in just her third year with the team (2003) and 

remains an integral part of the primary operations of the Club.  

She is in her 19th season with the Angels as Senior Vice 

President, Finance & Administration.  Molly spent three years 

(2001-03) as Director of Finance for the Angels and Anaheim 

Ducks before her current appointment.  

A native of Naples, Florida, Molly oversees all financial matters, 

including strategic initiatives, reporting and planning, budgeting, 

accounting and payroll.  She is also responsible for office 

administration, including legal and risk management, human 

resources, information services and strategic facility planning. Additionally, she oversees financial 

operations at Angel Stadium for non-baseball events such as Supercross, Monster Jam and 

concerts. 

Before joining the Angels and Ducks in 2001, Molly spent 11 years working for the Atlantic 

Richfield Company (ARCO), including six years (1989-94) at ARCO Alaska in Anchorage, serving 

as an Inventory Accountant, Financial Analyst and Electronic Commerce Manager.  In 1994, Molly 

was transferred to ARCO Corporate in Los Angeles where she worked as an Internal Control 

Advisor and Project Manager. She was promoted in 1996 to Financial Manager and Strategic 

Planning Senior Consultant for the ARCO Products Company.  Molly began her career in 1988 

as an auditor for Arthur Anderson LLP in Boston, MA. 

A 1988 graduate of Holy Cross with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics/Accounting, Molly 

graduated from the Anderson School at UCLA with a Masters degree in Business Administration 

in 1999.  Molly’s community endeavors include the Girl Scouts of Orange County, where as a 

youth she earned the prestigious Gold Award and now serves on the Board of Directors as First 

Vice Chair.  Molly is also a past Board Member and Treasurer for CASA (Court Appointed Special 

Advocates) and Friends of CASA of Orange County, as well as a sustaining member of the Junior 

League of Orange County.  In 2016, Molly chaired the Friends of CASA Holiday Luncheon and 

Fashion Show and in 2011, she was nominated as ‘Chief Financial Officer of the Year in Orange 

County’ by the Orange County Business Journal.  She resides in Villa Park with her husband Burt 

and has 2 stepdaughters, Ainsley and Lauren, and 3 grandchildren. 

 



SHARON KLEIN 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Sharon R. Klein is a partner at the law firm of Troutman Pepper, 

where she advises clients on a variety of corporate and 

intellectual property matters, in particular, helping technology 

and outsourcing clients grow and succeed. She is the 

managing partner in charge of the firm’s Orange County office 

and holds leadership positions in the Privacy, Security and 

Data Protection; Digital Health; and Technology practice 

groups.  

Sharon is a nationally recognized authority in the fields of 

health care technology and privacy, security and data 

protection. She is an active member of HIMSS (Healthcare 

Information and Management Systems Society) and a Certified Information Privacy Professional 

(CIPP/US).  A pioneer in advancing the careers of women in the legal profession and health IT, 

Sharon began the women’s initiative of HIMSS and is involved in Pepper Hamilton’s Women’s 

Initiative. Her legal career, which spans nearly 40 years, began when she served as the first 

female law clerk for Judge William Ditter Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 

Pennsylvania.  

Sharon is actively involved with her church, and through her service on the Board of a non-profit 

organization, helps to set a strategic direction for future growth. 

Sharon grew up in Pennsylvania and now lives in Irvine, California.  She was a Brownie and Girl 

Scout for 12 years and a top cookie salesperson.  Her husband, Monty, is a Boy Scout den leader 

and son, James, is in Boy Scouts.  

  

 



SHAILA RAO MISTRY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Shaila Rao Mistry is Founder and President of Jayco MMI, an 

aerospace and medical device company that innovates, designs, and 

manufactures aerospace and medical device applications. We are 

national and international with 25+ years market presence, with clients 

including Fortune 500 and other high technology companies. A self-

taught entrepreneur, she is a role model for leadership for success in a 

male dominated business world. She is passionate about opening doors 

of opportunity for business owners and mentoring young professionals.  

Shaila is founder and CEO of STEM-Institute, a consulting entity for 

organizational growth, leadership development, strategic planning, and a foresight institute. 

STEM works with private sector, academia, government, and civil society to bring transformational 

change in broad strokes, enable corporate social responsibility for social impact, open doors of 

opportunity and influence public policy. We drive ideas to fruition with innovative strategy and 

vision to create new possibilities and action.  

As a growth expert, she is a leader in developing global trade, economic development and 

business, environment, human resources and talent protection, risk management and diversity 

and inclusion for small business. She has a track record of leading policy change, advocacy, and 

corporate social responsibility. During these challenging times she is active in leading businesses 

to pivot; and influencing high level policy/decision making, affecting the classroom and the board 

room.  

She serves at United Nations global level, addressing matters of economic growth, business best 

practices and corporate social responsibility, gender equity, internet rights and health. As an avid 

advocate she worked on legislation on Women on Boards in CA; Human Rights and Trafficking; 

and coauthored Human Rights Charter and Internet. She was delegate to numerous Business 

Global Summits in Geneva, London, Japan, India, Australia, and Europe.  

Her extensive board service includes the University of California Advisory, and California 

Department for General Services, Nawbo at local and national, currently as Business Policy 

Advisor to Nawbo California, and several notable nonprofits and foundations. She is global 

speaker and has presented on all five continents, lived in several countries, and learned 11 

languages. Shaila has received numerous awards such as ‘Lifetime Achievement Award from 

NAWBO and ‘Top 20 Women to Watch by Orange County Metro.  

Born in India, educated in London, and settled in California with her husband and two children.  

 
 Her vision is to “be the change you wish to see”  

 



CHRISTINE MUELLER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Christine Mueller, of Yorba Linda, is Vice President and 

Director of Operations for The Capital Group. In her current 

role, Christine oversees facility and property management 

for Capital’s Norfolk, VA, Carmel, IN, San Antonio, TX, and 

Irvine, CA locations. Mueller is also a member of Capital’s 

Security Coordinating Group, which manages workplace 

violence prevention. She holds the Facilities Management 

Administrator designation with the Building Owners and 

Managers Association and is a LEED-accredited 

professional by the United States Green Building Council. 

Mueller is also the incoming board President for the 

International Facility Management Association, Orange County. She holds a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in Political Science from California State University, Fullerton. Mueller has 

been a Girl Scout for 42 years, earning both her Girl Scout Silver and Girl Scout Gold 

Awards and serves as a Gold Award Advisor. She is the proud mom to a Girl Scout 

Cadette Madelyn and her teenage son Samuel. 

 



GINA OSBORN 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

As the President of G-Girl Productions, Gina L. Osborn is a 

screenwriter and develops content for television and film.  She 

is also a dynamic public speaker sharing her extensive 

knowledge obtained during her 28-year career in law 

enforcement.   

Ms. Osborn began her law enforcement career in 1986 by 

enlisting in the U.S. Army as a Counterintelligence Special 

Agent.  She served six years during the Cold War working the 

highest profile espionage cases in the European Theater.  

In 1996, Ms. Osborn became a Special Agent with the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation.  She had numerous assignments over the last 22 years that 

include investigating Asian Organized Crime on a task force in the Little Saigon District 

of Orange County, supervising counterterrorism investigations in Southeast Asia, and 

leading teams in the review and assessment of investigative programs in field offices and 

FBI Headquarters.   

In 2018, Ms. Osborn retired from the FBI as the Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the 

Cyber and Computer Forensics Programs in Los Angeles.  For 11 years, she led large-

scale investigations relating to national security and criminal computer intrusions and 

provided foundational leadership in the creation of the Orange County Regional Computer 

Forensics Laboratory. 

 



MICHELE RICHARDS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
                                                                                                                                    

Michele Richards was named OC Fair & Event Center’s 

General Manager and CEO on Dec. 12, 2019. Prior to 

that she was the agency’s Vice President of Business 

Development for more than seven years, leading the 

marketing, communications, sponsorship, creative 

services, year-round events and exhibits and education 

departments. She was also an organizational 

development consultant to OCFEC for 11 years before 

joining the staff. 

Michele has more than 30 years of leadership experience in a variety of fields including 

advertising/marketing, organizational development, sales and human resources, 

including over 15 years managing her own consulting practice.  

  
 



CHRISTINE SCHEUNEMAN 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Christine Scheuneman is an independent director and strategic 

advisor to national and international private and public 

companies.  She is an award-winning leader in innovative and 

strategic advice.  A published author on corporate governance 

and finance, she is a Governance Fellow with the National 

Association of Corporate Directors and serves on the Board of 

the NACD Pacific Southwest Chapter.   

 

Christine serves on the Board of Directors of Farmers and 

Merchants Bank of Long Beach and the Advisory Board of 

Simpluris, Inc.  She serves on the Advisory Boards at UCI’s 

Paul Merage Business School Center for Real Estate and the 

Serenbetz Institute for Women’s Leadership, Social Responsibility and Global Awareness and on 

the Boards of the Girl Scouts of Orange County and the Orange County United Way.  She is the 

immediate past Chair of the Board of Trustees of Cottey College.   

 

She recently retired as a senior partner with the law firm Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP.  

She holds a Juris Doctor from DePaul University College of Law, a Bachelor of Arts from the 

University of Kansas, and an Associate of Arts from Cottey College.  

 

She was an active Girl Scout from Brownies thorough her college years as a camp counselor.  

She was a Gold Award Girl Scout and an honored member of the Tribe of the Silver Arrow.   

 

Christine has served on the Board of the Girl Scouts of Orange County since 2012 and is currently 

the 1st Vice Chair and Chairman of the Audit Committee. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



MEGHA SOOD 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Megha is a seasoned engineering leader with more than 20 years 

in commercial software and hardware industry.  A proven track 

record of building the most innovative and productive globally 

distributed teams and leading the teams to deliver on the vision 

and strategy. Her core values include empathy and transparency. 

She has operated on those core values for her entire career.  

As an energetic, dynamic and creative leader she has a strong 

ability to make quick decisions with sound business judgement 

and thorough understanding of the technology or situation. 

Previously, she was working for Rockwell Semiconductor 

Systems, Conexant Systems leading strategy and teams. She 

also worked as a consultant for a world class digital camera company. She believes in building a 

strong network and infrastructure for herself leading to many successes in her career and 

personal life.   

Megha earned her M.S. from California State University, and a B.Tech. degree from Pune 

Engineering College, India. Since her college years she is heavily involved in Women in 

Technology initiatives and programs. Her passion is to mentor and coach girls in elementary and 

middle school towards careers in technology. She was recently acknowledged as a leader most 

successful in diverse hiring.  

One of her most electrifying career moments continues to be when she was asked not only to 

lead research and development teams but a site manager for Dell Technologies. This has brought 

her greater satisfaction in her career working closely with the people.  

She has volunteered for many local organizations like Second Food Harvest bank, Families 

Forward and Orangewood. On her many trips to India, she continues her goal to visit under 

privileged schools and share her story and mentor kids.  

Megha’s greatest passion continues to be the work she has done with Girl Scouts including being 

a troop leader for her twin Girl Scout Senior daughters.  Megha and her family reside in Newport 

Coast. 

  



ROBERTA SWANSON 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Roberta Swanson is the Vice President of Tax for 

Western Digital Corporation, a leading developer, 

manufacturer and provider of data storage devices 

and solutions that address the evolving needs of 

the information technology industry.  Roberta has 

over 30 years of tax experience in both private 

industry and public accounting. 

Roberta leads a team of over 30 professionals.  

She has extensive experience in international tax 

planning, international tax structuring and transfer 

pricing.  Roberta is also well versed in accounting 

for income taxes and SEC reporting. Roberta has lead intellectual property migration 

transactions and managed many mergers & acquisitions and post-acquisition 

integrations.  She is skilled at handling large case IRS audits and other global tax 

controversy. 

Roberta began her tax career in public accounting at Touche Ross & Co. in Newport 

Beach, CA in 1985.  She has worked at companies such as The Restaurant Enterprises 

Group, Apria Healthcare and Ernst & Young.  Roberta joined Western Digital in 2000. 

Roberta is a Certified Public Accountant and holds an active license in California. She is 

also a member of the AICPA, California Society of CPA’s and Tax Executive’s Institute.  

Roberta is a graduate of the University of California, Santa Barbara with a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in Business Economics.  She is also a graduate of Golden Gate University 

with a Master’s of Science in Taxation. 

  

 



JEFF WINSTON 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jeff Winston has 40 years' experience defining information 

services and technology strategies in addition to designing 

and implementing enterprise solutions for Fortune 500 

companies across several industries. Jeff was most 

recently Vice President of Technology Services for 

Allergan, Inc., a global healthcare company headquartered 

in Irvine, California. In this role, he was responsible for 

solutions engineering, application development services, 

operations engineering and technical services across a 

multinational enterprise.  

 

Jeff is active an active volunteer in his community. He is a 

member of the Dean's Advisory Council for the Schmid College of Science and Technology at 

Chapman University. The Advisory Council serves the dean by providing advice and counsel on 

the college's vision and direction; by advocating for the college to external stakeholders; by 

developing strategic relationships with the region's science, engineering and technology sectors; 

and by supporting the college in its programs and initiatives. This volunteer group is comprised of 

business, community and academic leaders with a shared commitment to excellence in 

undergraduate and graduate education and research in the areas of science and technology. 

 

As an active congregant for over 35 years at Temple Beth Sholom of Orange County, Jeff most 

recently served as the Secretary to the Board of Directors and as a member of the Executive 

Committee. He also chaired the Living Legacy Campaign which raised over $7.5M to redesign 

and reconstruct the temple following a devastating fire in early 2014. Past positions include 

Temple President, Executive Vice President, VP of Administration and Finance Committee. 

 

Jeff is proud to have served the Girl Scouts of Orange County as an at-large member of the Board 

of Directors for the past three years. He is a member of the GSOC Executive Committee and 

GSOC Finance Committee and supported the INSPIRE team during design and development of 

the system for the Argyros Girl Scout Leadership Center. 

 

A native of New York, Jeff holds a bachelor's degree in Applied Physics and Mathematics from 

Hofstra University. He is married, has three grown sons, three lovely daughters-in-law and six 

adorable grandchildren. He and his wife Caron live in Yorba Linda, California. 



CHRISTINA XANTHOS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Christina Xanthos, CFA serves as a Senior Analyst for the 

MetWest Capital Equity team at Wells Fargo Asset 

Management (WFAM). Christina joined MWCM in 2013. 

Previously, she served as Research Specialist, Global 

Energy with Capital Group and as a Senior Business 

Planner with The Walt Disney Company.  

Christina has been working in the investment 

management field since 2006. She earned a Bachelor of 

Arts in Economics from the University of California, Los 

Angeles. Christina has also been awarded the use of the Chartered Financial Analyst 

(CFA) designation by CFA Institute.  

Christina was a Girl Scout as a girl and is a background screened, registered adult Girl 

Scout with GSOC.  Christina is an involved parent with her daughter’s Girl Scout Cadette 

troop.  Christina and her family reside in Coto de Caza. 
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