N

//////‘l\\

—

N\

N
S
a—

2

2

=

D

2\

4 Gir Scout Gold Award
o girl scoutsp) " gogO!d .

of orange county

@ ‘ e .
| L

" Yy pn ag AN

| X & o : ak as

® o

®- i"f.”. - Fi)



The Girl Scout Gold Award

The Girl Scout Gold Award represents the highest achievement in Girl Scouting; it recognizes
girlsin grades 9 through 12 who demonstrate extraordinary leadership through sustainable
and measurable “Take Action” projects. Since 1916, girls have successfully answered the call
to “Go Gold,” an act that indelibly marks them as accomplished members of their
communities and the world.

An applicant must become a registered Girl Scout member and complete components that
help her build skills in leadership, communication, time management, presentation,
delegation, interpersonal relationships, responsibility and commitment. She explores and
demonstrates setting short and long-term goals while developing her own self-potential and
values. She then combines all of the skills gained through this process to design, plan,
implement and evaluate a project that makes a significant difference in her community. This
process takes two to four years to complete.

The outstanding young women featured in this yearbook have demonstrated their courage,
confidence, and character by earning the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest award that can
be achieved in Girl Scouts. Members of Girl Scouts of Orange County salute these dedicated
and determined young women for making the world a better place through their fulfillment of
the requirements for the Girl Scout Gold Award.

20142015 Girl Scout Gold AwaRkcipients at the annual Girl Scouts of Orange County
recognition evenheld at the Disneyland Hotel in June 2015.

Content included in this yearbook is aggregated from Gold Award Recipient Profiles submitted to Girl Scouts of Orange County.
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Girl Scouts of Orange County

2015 Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients

Aamna Abbasi
Haleema Abbasi
Sarah Adams
Aliza Ali

Maegan Bishop
Grace Blackman
Sarah Bomwell
Cassidy Briggs
Ashley Brown
Megan Bui
Corinne Butler
Ketana Chadalavada
Tiare Chen-Wong
Brittany Cooper
Kelsey Dalton
Shenuki De Silva
Riya Dewan
Christine Do
Huongly Do

Janet Doan
Binhan Doanvo
Jennifer Dubois
Emily Fong
Katherine Foresman
Heather Gammon
Kara Gee

Theresa Geiser
Naomi Green
Madison Grishaber
Vivian Ha

Kelsey Hampson
Erin Henkhaus
Kaylee Hepburn
Samantha Hirata
Lauren Hughes
Traci Ishii

Meghan Jacinto
Celia Janes
Afraah Javed
Eunice Kang

Kayla Katsuda
Katelyn Keen
Sarah Keung
Jillian Kido
Samantha Kosai
Jenna Koyamatsu
Sarah Kremer
Tiffany Lee
Hannah Leou
Haley Lerner
Daniela Lucidi
Khanh Luong
Vivian Luu

Kelsey Luvisa
Sophia Luzzi
Celeste MacFarlane
Samantha Madsen
Destiny Mahood
Laura Mandich
Kiran Magbool
Summer Marsh
Ashley Masuda
Lindsay Masukawa
Allison Matthews
Kathryn McCullough
Ariel Min

Kayli Minear

Sloan Molstad
Claire Nguyen
Pauline Nguyen
Rachel Nguyen
ViNguyen
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Deval Patel

Isabel Pena
Crystal Pham
Cristina Pintor
Ashley Quintilone
Jinnie Rhee
Allison Richter
Sabrina Robinson
Calista Rodrigue
Kaitlyn Sachs
Hannah Schoenbaum
Pamela Seymour
Anika Shah

Riya Shah

Erin Smith

Julia Subbiondo
Caroline Sun
Morgan Takach
Corinne Tarantino
Doan-Khue Tran
Sara Tran
Catherine Trinh
Hannah True
Julian Truong
Shaye Uyematsu
Camila Vincent
Vivian Vu

Susan Wang
Kinsley Washington
Cierra Wilson
Alyssa Yasutake
Kindall Yeung

*2014-2015 Girl Scout
membership year
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STARRS

Aamna Abassi
Central Region: Garden Valley Service Unit, Troop 1055
Girl Scout Ambassador

The Science CAN! Initiative

Civic Engagement: Community Development
Partneredwith: Orange & LA County Science & Engineering Fair & LA/OC County Food Banks

Haleema Abbasi

Central Region: Garden Valley Service Unit, Troop 1055
Girl Scout Ambassador, Beckman High School

Career Goal: Retail Operations Management

Haleema facilitated a relationship between the OC Science and Engineering Fair and the OC Food Bank,
allowing the fair to serve as a canned food drive -- last year, her efforts led to the collection of over 1000
pounds of food. Haleema has "branded" this effort as The Science CAN! Initiative, and brought in the LA
County Science Fair and the LA County Food Banks as partners. Her plan is to transform school, district,
county and state science fairs into canned food drives, and to take The Science CAN! Initiative to the
White House science fair.

“I picked up organizational and coordination skills through my Gold Award journey, which have come in
handy at school. Most importantly, | have learned that as a Girl Scout | will not take no for an answer when |
know that a little change in a process can make a difference in the lives of those who are less fortunate!”

Saints and Swimmers Video

Public Safety: Water Safety
Partnered with: San Felipe de Jesus Parish

Sarah Adams

South Coast Region: Niguel Coast Service Unit, Troop 1269
Girl Scout Ambassador, Aliso Niguel High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: UC San Diego/Doctor

Sarah's goal for her project was to create a video targeted towards spreading awareness about the
importance of water safety and working together to provide every child with swimming lessons. The
video has photos and interviews of parents, instructors, and children from a swimming camp called
"Saints and Swimmers," which provides swimming lessons for underpriveledged children of the San
Felipe de Jesus Chapel in San Clemente, California. The video is being used by the church to promote
their program and the importance of water safety in our community.

“My project taught me the importance of working together to achieve a goal. While working on my video, |
discovered a newfound passion for public health, something that | have decided to major in next year in
college. It is essential that members of a community understand the issues and work together to eliminate
them for the safety of everyone.”
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Sustainable Garden

Aliza Ali
Central Coast Region: Surf City Service Unit, Troop 1894 “Lehua”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Huntington Beach High School

OCSA Stairwell Signage

Arts, Culture, and Heritage/Disability: Art, Cultural Awareness/Access
Partneredwith: Orange County School of the Arts

Maegan Bishop

Central Region: Tustana Service Unit, Troop 1015 “Aquila”
Girl Scout, Orange County School of the Arts

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: CalArts/Entrepreneur

Maegan's Orange County School of the Arts Stairwell Signage project provided necessary ADA compliant
stairwell floor signs at her school for identification and safety reasons. She organized a competition for
students to submit artwork to be selected for the signs. Each of the 17 signs showcased unique student
artwork which promoted school pride and celebrate the culture of school. To encourage school

4 involvement, she created a Facebook page where students can share ideas for future campus
beautification projects.
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“While working on this project, | gained skills relating to communication and organization. | needed to
communicate with the various groups of people to make sure we met our deadlines, so the project could be
completed on time. Earning the Gold Award has always been a goal of mine. | am proud of myself for all the
work | have done. Achieving this goal inspires me to never give up on my dreams.”

Real World Applications of Math and Science for Fourth Graders
STEM: Science
Partnered with: Newport heights Elementary School

Grace Blackman

Central Region: Newport Mesa Service Unit, Troop 291
Girl Scout Ambassador, Newport Harbor High School
Career Goal: Nurse Practitioner

Grace developed a STEM program at a local elementary school for fourth grade students. As part of the
program she created a math and science workbook for the students. The workbook contained numerous
STEM related problems for the students to solve. The problems were based on local landmarks in
Newport Beach and Costa Mesa that the students could easily relate to. Over the course of four months
Grace taught the students the problems and how STEM can be used to solve everyday problems. A pre
and post interest survey revealed that the students were significantly more interested in STEM careers at
the end of Grace's program.

“My leadership and teaching skills were significantly strengthened through this project. | learned how to
delegate projects to others based upon their skills and work with adults how hold higher up leadership
positions. | feel that the project sparked a strong interest in STEM careers in the students that | worked with.”
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Connelly Says No More

Sarah Bomwell
Northwest Region: Los Alamitos/Rossmoor Service Unit, Troop 1433
Girl Scout Ambassador, Cornelia Connelly High School

Gear Up to Bike Safety

Cassidy Briggs
Central Coast Region: Huntington Harbor Service Unit, Troop 862
Girl Scout Ambassador, Marina High School

Sustainable Home Gardening Educational Program

Environment & Sustainability: Climate Change
Partneredwith: Bluebird Canyon Farms

Ashley Brown
South Coast Region: Laguna Beach Service Unit, Troop 753 “Spinnakers”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Laguna Beach High School

Ashley's project was a public education and outreach program aimed at countering the effects of the
individual's carbon footprint. She worked with a local organization to learn valuable home gardening
techniques that would contribute to a reduced carbon footprint. She created and distributed brochures
on basic gardening principles which educate and motivate individuals to create and maintain a home
garden. Her target audience was homeowners in her hometown. By reducing individual's carbon
footprint, Ashley hoped to minimize the individual impact that leads to climate change.

“As | worked with many people who also cared strongly about reducing carbon footprints, | learned that |
have a much bigger impact as an individual than | previously thought. The Gold Award taught me that there
will always be people with similar passions, and working with them has taught me to not be afraid to reach
out about an issue you care about.”
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Pillows of HOPE

Health: Diseases
Partneredwith: American Cancer Society

Megan Bui

South Coast Region: Heart of Irvine Service Unit, Troop 1809

Girl Scout Ambassador, Irvine High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Irvine Valley College (Biology)/Oncology Physician

Megan created and distributed HOPE pillows to the Orange Coast Memorial Care Oncology Center, to
provide undergoing cancer patients with comfort and support from the community through the help of
the American Cancer Society (ACS). She began by educating high school youths who were interested in
learning or were a part of their ACS club. Later, she continued to hold multiple educational sessions,
which included guest speakers and cancer survivors to speak about their stories, in order to spread
awareness about the cause. Afterwards, she taught students how to make pillows as a form of outreach
to support undergoing patients.

“Working along with the American Cancer Society for over three years has allowed me to tackle this project and led me to dive into the career of
oncology. Working with the youths of Irvine made me realize how to become a better leader because it is a group effort. Earning my Gold Award
showed me how to (dentify an issue and inspire others to make a change.”

Importance of Healthy Eating and Daily Exercise
Health: Nutrition
Partneredwith: Boys and Girls Club

Corinne Butler

Northeast Region, Yorba Linda West Service Unit, Troop 330 “Aku Aku”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Esperanza High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: University of California, San Diego/Medical Field

Corinne developed a program for children of a lower socio-economic class to help teach them about
eating healthy and exercising daily. To plan this she created an agenda, budget, and organized volunteers
to help her the days of the program. She worked with the volunteer director at the Boys and Girls Club of
Garden Grove who will continue the program, as well as got advice from a dietician. At the program, the
children made different healthy snacks, played different sports each day, made crafts, and listened to a
power point discussing the benefits of eating nutritious foods.

“Working with children has always been a passion of mine and living a healthy lifestyle is important to me, so teaching kids about the importance
of staying healthy was an amazing experience. | developed new social skills, organizational skills, and time management skills that will greatly
benefit me in the future. Through this project, | was able to transform into a leader who takes initiative and works hard for the benefit of others.”

How to Be a Leader

Human Rights: Girls and Women'’s Rights
Partnered with: National Organization for Women, Assisteens

Ketana Chadalavada

South Coast Region: North Irvine Service Unit, Troop 1442
Girl Scout Ambassador, Northwood High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: University of California, Los Angeles (Psychology)/Educator

Ketana created and distributed "How to Be A Leader" pamphlets to various groups in order to encourage
female leadership at a young age. In creating the pampbhlets, Ketana consulted with her team members,
mentors, and researched online in order to include the best leadership techniques and group-
strengthening activities. Her team visited organizations such as Assisteens, Girl Scouts troops, and even
elementary and middle school students to present the booklets and to conduct activities in order to
inspire female empowerment through simple leadership honing skills.

“Strengthening my leadership technique while teaching girls to exercise their own leadership skills was an extremely enriching experience. | was
able to connect to and be more involved in my community by inspiring young girls to fulfill their potentials. Going onward, | have been motivated
to continue building my leadership experience and to inspire others to develop these communication and administrative skills as well.”
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1 <3 Reading Literacy Program

Education: Literacy
Partnered with: Boys and Girls Club of Capistrano Valley

Tiare Chen-Wong

South County Region: Rancho Trabuco Service Unit, Troop 1126
Girl Scout Ambassador, Tesoro High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Author

Tiadesigned and implemented a summer-long reading program that inspired elementary students to
love literature and explore different genres, especially as an alternative to virtual gaming and Internet
browsing. Upon Council approval, she met with day-care directors and formulated the weekly activities;
she also created her own budget, shopped for supplies, and trained volunteer aides. Every week she read
adifferent fable/poem with the children and then led them in crafts, or games related to it. In the end, all
of the participants walked away with a broadened base of literature and vocabulary and a love of reading.

“Seeing how the children in the program looked up to me for leadership made me realize that | am a young woman capable of affecting
change and choosing my own path. This project has made me a lifelong advocate for child literacy, for if we make a tradition of inspiring
alove of literature in all children, we will cultivate future generations of imaginative, tolerant, and inspired citizens.”

Reach for the Stars

Brittany Cooper

South Coast Region: Heart of Irvine Service Unit, Troop 1653
Girl Scout Ambassador, Irvine High School

Kelsey’s Krafty Korner
Elderly Issues: Senior Centers
Partnered with: Assisted Living and Retirement Homes

Kelsey Dalton

Northwest Region: Brea Service Unit, Troop 177
Girl Scout Ambassador, Brea Olinda High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: College/Physician

Kelsey's project addressed the isolation and loneliness residents in assisted living and retirement homes
encounter each day. This issue is more extensive than many think, for people tend to overlook this
generation and not place them as a priority. Kelsey's team brought the gift of artwork and imagination to
the elderly which improved their motor skills and built lasting friendships. Kelsey hoped to make an
impact on not only the residents, but on the community as a whole. All those who participated benefited
from this opportunity to interact with new people and by bridging the generation gap.

"As | addressed the isolation and loneliness the elderly experience, | learned from this project that it (s easier than people think to
make a lasting impact in the community and in other peoples lives. Having the ability to brighten someone's day means the world
to me. | plan on sharing my experience with others to encourage them to get involved in their community.”
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Wheel Chair Accessible Garden

Elderly Issues: Senior Centers
Partnered with: Lake Forest Nursing Center

Shenuki De Silva

South County Region: Rancho Trabuco Service Unit, Troop 1042
Girl Scout Ambassador, Trabuco Hills High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: DePaul University/Pediatrician

Shenuki addressed the wheel chair bound seniors at Lake Forest Nursing Home. The impact she hoped to make
is that seniors will have more access to going outdoors and participating in gardening activities. Being outside in
the fresh air would increase their energy levels, mental wellness and make theirimmune systems stronger. The
garden is also going to enable them to grow their own organic vegetables. The seniors will gain a sense of
accomplishment since they will have the capability to grow their own vegetables and then eat them. Shenuki
believes the seniors will greatly benefit from this.

“My leadership skills developed because this project showed me that | can take control of an issue and resolve it. This project showed me
that | can take anissue that is close to my heart and fix it. This project sparked a passion in gardening for me which | never liked before.”

Riya’s Anti-Bullying Campaign
Healthy Relationships: Bullying
Partnered with: Youth Action Team of Irvine (YAT)

Riya Dewan

South Coast Region: North Irvine Service Unit, Troop 1442
Girl Scout Ambassador, Northwood High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Business Entrepreneur

Riya organized and created a Teenage Anti-bullying Campaign within her community to raise awareness of the
many forms of bullying within our society today. With the assistance of Irvine's Youth Action Team and
Beckman High School's Anti-Bullying project she was able to hold an Anti-bullying seminar for high school
students from the Irvine/Tustin school district at the Irvine city hall. To achieve her goal of implementing
positivity and acceptance within her community, Riya organized team-building workshops, informational
sessions, and invited guest speakers to broadcast their experiences and voice on all social media platforms,
including Beckman High School's newspaper "The Chronicle."

“Working with passionate individuals to address the issue of bullying in my community has taught me the importance of determination
and confidence to achieve my goals. My Girl Scout Gold project serves as a beacon to those who have struggled with insecurities and
bullying. Through this | hope to empower and guide teens to express their individuality and find acceptance and love for everyone,
regardless of age, ethnicity, gender or background.”

Safer Pools, Safer Summer

Public Safety/Education: Water Safety
Partneredwith: Safer 3 Water Safety Organization

Christine Do

South Coast Region: Heart of Irvine Service Unit, Troop 1809

Girl Scout Ambassador, Arnold O. Beckman High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: College/Neurosurgeon/Neuroscientist

Christine organized and executed a series of educational sessions for underprivileged children and their
parents, to address the fifth leading cause of unintentional injury death in the United States - drowning. She
worked with the mayors of the City of Irvine and Garden Grove, in order to create water safety posters, that
were posted at public pools. Christine and a group of doctors from CHOC educated children on basic water
safety, and their parents on basic lifesaving skills. Wallet cards with emergency information were distributed, as
well as donations of swim equipment and life jackets from local swim supply stores.

“Leadership is allabout being able to inspire others to contribute to a cause - through earning my Gold Award, | was able to work with a

diverse group of people and children to address the issue of drowning and water safety within my community. | discovered that there is
no greater feeling than to know that you have left an indelible impact on the lives of others.”

2015 HIGHEST AWARDS YEARBOOK GIRL SCOUTS OF ORANGE COUNTY



Painting the Canvas of Imagination

Arts, Culture, and Heritage: Art
Partneredwith: Boys and Girls Club of Cypress

Huongly Do

Central Region: Garden Valley Service Unit, Troop 9514 “Lien Doan Trung Duong”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Oxford Academy

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Marine Biologist

Huongly decided to tackle the issue of budget cuts and its effect on the arts education curriculum in
school. With the help of art teachers, she worked with the local Boys & Girls Club to plan and facilitate a
week-long art workshop. Every day, Huongly led a group of students in a lesson that targeted a specific
artist and a famous art form. Then, the students got to create a masterpiece using the techniques
learned in the lesson. Huongly wants to raise awareness on the importance of arts education and how it
can inspire a more creative and enriching lifestyle.

“As | worked daily with local community organizations to concentrate on the issue of budget cuts on arts
educations, I learned about the powerful skills of communication and time management. Earning my Gold
Award has shown me that | have the capability of starting a movement of awareness and action.”

Raising Autism Awareness

Janet Doan

Central Region: Garden Valley Service Unit, Troop 997
Girl Scout Ambassador

Thomas-Mariners Basketball Camp

Binhan Doanvo

Central Coast Region: West Garden Service Unit, Troop 1956
Girl Scout Ambassador
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Democracy in Action
Civic Engagement: Politics
Partneredwith: OC Registrar of Voters

Jennifer Dubois

Central Coast Region: HB Pierside Service Unit, Troop 859 “Odyssey”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Edison High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: New York University (Environmental Studies)/Politician

To counter special interest groups and corrupt federal campaign finance laws, Jennifer created a
political science club at her school in which members discussed how political issues were portrayed in
the media and who provided funding for both sides of the issue. Members also took action in their
community by hosting a voter registration drive at Golden West College and earning volunteer hours.
With this success, Jennifer carried out an expansion of the club in the form of a website that went
through similar activities, including current events, rhetorical analysis, and a forum for discussion among
users.

“What was initially just another stressful thing on my to-do list evolved into a remarkable learning experience. Like with
any other girl scouting activity, | had to incorporate passion, leadership, organizational skills, and resourcefulness to
achieve my goals, utilizing skills and characteristics that | hope to carry on throughout my lifetime.”

Allergy Safe Adventures

Emily Fong
Northwest Region: Los Alamitos/Rossmoor Service Unit, Girl Scout Independent
Girl Scout Ambassador, Los Alamitos High School

Stories at the Mission

Children’s Issues: Mentoring
Partneredwith: Orange County Rescue Mission and Assisteens of Tustin

Katherine Foresman

Northeast Region: Santiago Creek Service Unit, Troop 915
Girl Scout Ambassador, Foothill High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Neurosurgeon

Katherine observed and met an unfulfilled need at the Orange County Rescue Mission. The children at
the Orange County Rescue Mission did not read proficiently. She therefore set out to create a program
called Stories at the Mission. Katherine created this philanthropy with the help of Assisteen volunteers.
Stories at the Mission provides both children and teens with valuable opportunities for learning and
outreach. Through this program, children become more confident readers and develop positive
relationships with the teens.

“As | worked with volunteers to address the issue of childhood illiteracy in my community, | learned that the actions of a
leader should inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, for anyone can lead, but it takes
true skill to inspire others to follow.”
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Fitness is Fun!

Health: Fitness
Partneredwith: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Heather Gammon

Northeast Region: Yorba Linda East Service Unit, Troop 186

Girl Scout Ambassador, Yorba Linda High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Cal Poly San Luis Obispo/Dentist

Obesity affects at least one-third of childrenin the US. This scary statistic made it clear to me that
something must be done to begin educating children from a young age about fitness and nutrition. At my
Gold Award project, a health awareness day camp, children were immersed in a variety of sportsin hopes
that they would find one they loved enough to incorporate into their daily lives. They also learned about
the different food groups and how portion size is just as important as what they eat.

“Through my Gold Award Project, I've realized my full potential. | don’t have to passively sit by and witness the
problems in the world; rather, | can actually change the world for the better and try to solve those problems plaguing
society. My Gold Award Project, a fitness day camp, gave me the opportunity not only to educate children about
exercise and nutrition, but also made me realize that | can act as a catalyst for change.”

Read to Grow

Education, Poverty: Literacy, Homelessness
Partneredwith: Project Hope Alliance

Kara Gee

Central Region: Santa Ana Service Unit, Troop 752

Girl Scout Ambassador, Orange County School of the Arts
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: St. Olaf College, Minnesota

Kara Gee created a reading program for homeless or at-risk families. She created training materials to
teach parents how to read to their children under age five so they would be ready for school. Kara
= received donations of over 1,500 books from book publishers, neighbors, friends, and bookstores. She
% "N built wooden crates -- libraries -- that held approximately 45 new and gently used books. Kara organized
o T | @.@ A events for the family that included training, puppet shows and guest book readers. At the end of the
event, each family received a library to take home.

‘I learned how to organize a project, and speak in front of large crowds. | also learned a lot about the importance of
reading at a young age and the best way to read books to young children who have short attention spans. | enjoyed
working with Project Hope and learned about the challenges that homeless families face.”

Great Starts with Art

Arts, Culture, and Heritage: Art
Partneredwith: Boys and Girls Clubs of America

Theresa Geiser

South Coast Region: Niguel Coast Service Unit, Girl Scout Independent

Girl Scout Ambassador, Aliso Niguel High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: George Washington University (Biology)/Pediatrician
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The Perfect Shoe
Poverty/Health: Shoes/Self-image
Partneredwith: YWCA

Naomi Green

Northwest Region: Fullerton/La Habra Service Unit, Troop 1114

Girl Scout Ambassador, Troy High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: University of Arizona (Education)/Occupational Therapist

Each spring the Orange County YWCA hosts a Prom Project Boutique Day which is dedicated to helping
high school girls attend their prom with pride, dignity, and confidence by providing formal gowns and
accessories to girls from low-income families throughout Orange Country. An outfitin my eyes is never
complete without the perfect shoe. My Gold Project involved collecting and donating formal shoes alll
around my community to support the YWCA Prom Project Boutique Day.

“Earning my Gold Award has showed me not only how to network and communicate with other people but
the importance of finding a passion. By collecting formal shoes for the YWCA Prom Project Day my love for
helping others has grown. | learned how just a simple pair of shoes can make a big difference. It has inspired
me to continue to always help others and get the community around me involved.”

Operation Cinderella

Civic Engagement: Community Development
Partnered with: Aliso Niguel High School

Madison Grishaber
South Coast Region: Aliso Viejo Service Unit, Troop 1612
Girl Scout, Aliso Niguel High School

Madison realized that many families could not afford the expenses involved with attending Prom. At the
same time, she saw girls buying dresses to wear only one time and then forever hangin their closet. She
created a program to collect new & gently used dresses & accessories in her community that could be
offered to students at her school at no cost. She worked with ANHS administration and FIDM Fashion
Club to collect & distribute these items on campus.

“I learned that no matter how big a problem or project seems, if you break it down into small manageable
tasks, you can accomplish whatever you set out to do by being organized, inspiring others to work with you,
setting a timeline and goals and staying on task. | was happy to discover how many people really do want to
help & how much we can accomplish when we work together!”

Recycle Locally, Make a Difference Worldwide
Environment and Sustainability

Vivian Ha
Central Coast Region: West Garden Service Unit, Troop 5194
Girl Scout Ambassador, Mater Dei High School
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After-School Reading Programs for Kids

Education: Literacy
Partneredwith: Orange County Public Library - Ladera Ranch

Kelsey Hampson

South County Region: Ladera Ranch Service Unit, Troop 4321
Girl Scout Ambassador, San Juan Hills High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: English Teacher

Kelsey's Gold Award project combined her love of reading, working with children, and libraries. She
created free after-school reading programs for elementary-aged children at her local | ibrary. By
providing a free alternative to many expensive after-school activities, Kelsey is helping working parents in
the community find the means to educate their children outside the classroom. A lack of education
outside the classroom is a common issue throughout the world. Kelsey's project increased attendance
and participation at the OC Children's Library. Middle school service volunteers have the opportunity to
stay on-campus to help children learn and develop their abilities to read.

“I developed my leadership skills by taking charge of the programs. | also developed my organization skills because | had to
arrange fliers, emails, interest lists, groups of children and adults. | learned the importance of being proactive. Instead of
waiting for an email response, | spent much of my time working face-to-face with the librarian. This project taught me that |
want to be a teacher to continue helping children learn and grow.”

130,38

Literacy Library

Education: Literacy

Erin Henkhaus
Northwest Region: Los Alamitos/Rossmoor Service Unit, Troop 2261
Girl Scout Ambassador, Los Alamitos High School

Bridging the Gap - Connecting Generations
Elderly Issues: Senior Centers
Partnered with: Age Well Senior Services

Kaylee Hepburn

South Coast Region: Niguel Coast Service Unit, Troop 403

Girl Scout Ambassador, Aliso Niguel High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Brigham Young University (Musical Theatre)

Kaylee's project helped the senior community feel less lonely and isolated. Learning about and sharing
music from the senior's time, leading lunchtime interactive games, and personally interviewing seniors to
learn about their lives helped connect the youth of the community with the older generation and they
learned from one another while building friendships. Creating flyers, sharing them with seniors in Laguna
Niguel and Aliso Viejo and advertising the daily activities and events available at the senior center, some
of the lonely seniors of the community were connected and began attending events for the first time.

“Through this experience | learned that meaningful projects and true leadership take time. Things did not always go as
planned, but when | focused on showing and sharing love to both the seniors and youth | was working with, everything
always ended up working out perfectly. | discovered that | love working with people, especially when i can help brighten their

day and help them feel loved.”
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Knots of Love

Health: Diseases
Partnered with: Knots of Love

Samantha Hirata

Northwest Region: Anaheim Service Unit, Troop 881“Wisteria”

Girl Scout Ambassador, Fountain Valley High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: San Francisco University (Child Development)

Samantha chose Knots of Love to help people undergoing chemotherapy, and targeted Sr. Citizens,
friends, family and relatives to help knit/crochet caps. They are give free of charge to anyone who needs
them and are shipped throughout the United States to men, women, children and veterans, and are also
sent to cancer treatment centers, infusion centers and hospitals. Knots of Love receives testimonials
from the recipients expressing their appreciation and what it means to them, and the project will
continue beyond her involvement by having the people she recruited to make caps continue to do so.

“Leadership skills | learned were how to speak to large groups of people, improve confidence in "selling” my
[deas and convincing them of the importance of wanting to help out. | realized | am able to persuade people
to see my point of view and help them develop a personal interest in my project, which in turn has
encouraged them to reach out to others.”

Order of the Raven

Lauren Hughes
Central Coast Region: Huntington Beach Service Unit, Troop 2148
Girl Scout Ambassador, Mater Dei High School

Water Hydration Stations

Traci Ishii
Northwest Region: Anaheim Service Unit, Troop 881“Wisteria”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Valencia High School
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Math Club

Meghan Jacinto
Central Coast Region: Huntington Beach Service Unit, Troop 2148
Girl Scout Ambassador, Edison High School

Find Your Voice

Children’s Issues: Mentoring
Partneredwith: Chapman Hills Elementary School PTA

Celia Janes

Northeast Region: Santiago Creek Service Unit, Troop 1360
Girl Scout Ambassador, El Modena High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Attorney

Celia chose to direct a play with sixth-grade students to help them speak up more, both inside and
outside of the classroom. She directed a production of "Peter Pan," designed sets, and worked with the
students every day at after-school rehearsals. She collaborated with the school's PTA, representatives
fromlocal improv and theater groups, and younger Girl Scouts to complete this project. The project
taught the students about responsibility and teamwork, and it introduced them to theater. She left
several other scripts with the PTA so students will continue to have the opportunity to participate in
future productions.

“My work with students, parents, and teachers has taught me about collaborating with others to reach a
common goal within my community. | have learned about how | can help students in my local community learn
about themselves and their interests, and how my actions can help them branch out and try new things.”

PB, J, and Interfaith

Afraah Javed
Central Region: Garden Grove Service Unit, Troop 436
Girl Scout Ambassador
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The Golden Garden

Eunice Kang
Northwest Region: Cypress Service Unit, Troop 1447
Girl Scout Ambassador, John F. Kennedy High School

Bridging to High School
Education: Career Training
Partnered with: Cerritos High School

Kayla Katsuda
Northwest Region: Anaheim Service Unit, Troop 881“Wisteria”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Cerritos High School

The transition from middle school to high school is a universal issue, as it marks a significant transition in
adolescence. Kayla's program, “REACH Out,” aimed to mentor students through this transition so that
they can reach their full potential. High school not only presents a much larger student body and high-
caliber classes, but it more importantly presents a larger variety of opportunities to improve involvement
and leadership. In August of 2015, Kayla gathered incoming Cerritos High School freshmen for her
workshops to learn about clubs, college and career preparation, classes, and special courses from
counselors, graduates, and current upperclassmen.

“I developed my communication and leadership skills. | communicated with administration offices, parents and
prospective students to successively organize the program. | learned that effective communication (s key when
planning. My project has also helped improve my leadership, as | organized guest speakers and group leaders. | was
glad to see the participants involved in the workshop. Knowing that | benefited their future has built upon my
motivation to help others.”

Kids Go Green

Environment & Sustainability/Education: Climate Change
Partneredwith: Dana Hills High School Ecology Club

Katelyn Keen

South Coast Region: Niguel Coast Service Unit, Troop 153
Girl Scout Ambassador, Dana Hills High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Architect

Katelyn created and distributed her Kids Go Green book to encourage children to implement simple eco-
friendly changes into their everyday lives. To tackle this project, she developed a project planincluding a
timeline and budget and identified some key individuals who could advise her, including experts in writing
and publishing, ecologists, and educators. Katelyn distributed her book to teachers, community centers,
@O ® and professionals who will use it to inspire children to take action, starting with simple lifestyle changes.

“As | worked on my Gold Award, | learned networking and communication skills that put me in touch with professionals
in my community. | also worked on budgeting to make sure my project was successtully funded. Writing a book came
with its own challenges, which | overcame and now qppreciate as the hard work | put into this project.”
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Birthday Angel

Poverty: Homelessness
Partnered with: First Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton

Sarah Keung

Northwest Region: Fullerton/La Habra Service Unit, Troop 1114
Girl Scout Ambassador, Sunny Hills High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Point Loma Nazarene University (Nursing)/Nurse

Gym Jam with Jillian

Disability: Disability and Special Needs Issues
Partnered with: United Cerebral Palsy

Jillian Kido

Northwest Region: Anaheim Service Unit, Troop 881“Wisteria”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Irvine High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: University of California, Davis (Economics)

Jillian's project addresses gymnastics and exercise for children that have a variety of special needs. She
wants kids to have the opportunity to practice gymnastics at their own home so they can exercise more
often than once a week. Her target audience is children with special needs but her project can benefit all
children. Jillian's project is sustained beyond her direct involvement through the DVD video that she
created. Jillian's projectis connected to the bigger issue of exercise with regard to children with special
needs who want to participate in other sports, not just gymnastics.

“I developed strong leadership skills and learned how to push myself to be an overall better leader. One of the
most valuable lessons | learned is putting forth all your efforts to achieve your goal and knowing that being a
good leader means putting other's needs before mine. I have a strong passion for gymnastics and helping
kids, so my project was perfectly aligned with my passions and even furthered my interests in these areas.”

Project Happy Feet!

Arts, Music, and Culture: Performing Arts
Partneredwith: The Dolphin Club, Eastshore Elementary

Samantha Kosai
South Coast Region: South Irvine Service Unit, Girl Scout Independent
Girl Scout Ambassador, Woodbridge High School
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A Home for the Heart

Jenna Koyamatsu

South County Region: Saddleback Service Unit, Troop 4321
Girl Scout Ambassador, Tesoro High School

Learning Places in Outdoor Spaces

Sarah Kremer

Northwest Region: Fullerton/La Habra Service Unit, Troop 925
Girl Scout Ambassador, Troy High School

Raising Awareness for Volunteering

Military/Veterans’ Affairs: Veterans’ Assistance
Partnered with: Anaheim Veterans’ Association

Tiffany Lee

Northwest Region: Brea Service Unit, Troop 2270
Girl Scout, Brea Olinda High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Chapman University (Pharmacy)/Pharmacist
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STEM School and Fair

STEM/Education: Science, Technology, Engineering, Math, Career Training
Partneredwith: City of Huntington Beach Library Services - Oak View Branch

Hannah Leou

Central Coast Region: HB Pierside Service Unit, Troop 1380

Girl Scout Ambassador, Huntington Beach High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: College/Geophysicist or Engineer

Because of herinterest in the natural sciences and computer coding, Hannah created, planned, and led a
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) enrichment camp at Huntington Beach's OakView
Public Library. Under Hannah's direction, she and other high school volunteers taught and mentored a
group of 40 elementary age children over a three week period in a series of interactive hands-on labs and
demonstrations each focusing on a different aspect of STEM. The camp culminated in a showcase
community-wide STEM Fair where children and their families could continue learning and growing.

“Planning experiments and demonstrations for students attending the STEM Camp and Fair gave me newfound
appreciation for educators, and the time and dedication they devote to teaching the future engineers, scientists, and
innovators of tomorrow. Earning my Gold Award showed me that it is possible for each of us to make a difference in
our community if we are passionate about a cause and are willing to devote our time, energy, and creativity to it.”

Heideman Elementary School Kids for Wish Kids Program

Children’s Issues: Mentoring
Partnered with: Make a Wish

Haley Lerner

Central Region: Tustana Service Unit, Troop 1015 Aquila

Girl Scout Ambassador, Arnold O. Beckman High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: University of Washington (Communications)/Writer

Haley's Gold Award Project was to help Heideman Elementary establish a Kids-For-Wish-Kids program to
help the children realize that they have to power to help kids in need, She organized a toy drive, and a
taped a video message for all the students. The kids donated more than 50 new toys. The children also
participated in the Macy's Believe campaign, writing letters to Santa. Over 1500 letters to Santa that were
delivered to Macy's resulting in at donation of $3132 to Make A Wish . Haley left the school with a
comprehensive manual on how to continue their program.

“I learned that how action planning works; turning a goatl into reality is a long and hard process. Earning my Gold
Award project also helped me improve my time management and organization skills. Everything needed a schedule
and all supplies had to be ready at lunch for the kids to write their letters. This meant that the up to 500 letters had to
be cut and stapled daily to keep the process organized.”

Glenwood Swim Club

Daniela Lucidi
South Coast Region: Laguna Beach Service Unit, Troop 949
Girl Scout Ambassador, Laguna Beach High School
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GPS Language Options

Public Safety: Traffic Safety
Partnered with: Garmin Ltd.

Khanh Luong

Central Coast Region: West Garden Service Unit, Troop 2454 “Van Lang”

Girl Scout Ambassador, Katella High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Santa Ana Community College (Chemistry)/Pharmacist

The project was focusing on helping Vietnamese immigrant, living in The United States and around the world,
drive safer with GPS. Khanh noticed that Vietnamese was not available as a Language Option in GPS devices.
The population of Vietnamese living in The United States had been increasing, a nd so did the demand for
GPSs. Khanh created a petition to educate and raise the alarm about the danger of driving with GPS devices
without completely understanding the language. She contacted the major GPS makers, provided demos and
voice records in Vietnamese, asked them to take action as soon as possible.

“Through the project, | have learned that there are a lot of injustices occurring in the world and there are always
solutions for that. What we need s doing something. A small action can lead to a great impact. Now | feel more willing
to do things because | am sure that it really makes a difference.”

A Healthier You

Vivian Luu
South Coast Region: Irvine Service Unit, Troop 1809
Girl Scout Ambassador, Westminster High School

Infant Safety/Babysitting Training Class
Education
Partneredwith: Girls and Boys Club and YMCA

Kelsey Luvisa

South Coast Region: Niguel Coast Service Unit, Troop 98
Girl Scout Ambassador, JSerra Catholic High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Broadcasting

Kelsey developed an Infant Safety and Babysitting Training Class targeting young teens ages 9-15. She created a
PowerPoint presentation which followed class handout. 21 Class attendees participated in hands on activities
including diaper changing and healthy snack preparation/ kitchen safety. Kelsey arranged for a Fire Captain to
speak regarding home safety tips. Each attendee agreed to give back 5 hours babysitting service to local YMCA
or Boys and Girls Club. Local impact was to provide a necessary service to the local community and to provide
kids with skills to earn money while making a difference in their local community.

“The skills | obtained while earning my Gold Award are almost endless. | gained leadership, organizational, public
speaking and presentation skills. | gained self confidence and reveled in my ability to pull together such a large
undertaking as creating and organizing my project. Additionally - I was proud to be a role model for the young girls
who attended my class. This was the most unexpected yet empowering aspect of my Award.”
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Mental Health Awareness Event for Teens and Parents

Health: Mental Health
Partneredwith: NAMI-OC, With Hope Foundation, DBSA-OC, Medical Sciences Academy, Esperanza High School

Sophia Luzzi

Northeast Region: Yorba Linda West Service Unit, Troop 330 “Aku Aku”
Girl Scout Ambassador, Esperanza High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: UCLA or Stanford University/Physician

Sophiaresearched, planned, organized and implemented a Mental Health Awareness Event targeted at teens
and parents. She focused on the idea of having mental health professionals provide information on mental
health issues typically encountered by teens-to include anxiety, OCD, depression, eating disorders, and
suicide. Her emphasis was that through education, teens could become both aware of what to do to help
themselves and others when encountering certain symptoms. Particular attention focused on participants
being a part of ending the stigma surrounding reaching out for help with mental health, just as one would reach
out for help with physical health.

“In planning and implementing this event, | learned how to problem solve and developed many leadership skills--to
include appropriate communications with professionals and agencies. | learned how to delegate and when to follow-
up. | furthered my own confidence with public speaking and following an agenda. | felt empowered personally by being
a part of the voice to educate my peers and other adults on this very important topic of mental heaith and teens.”

End Teen Dating Abuse

Healthy Relationships: Domestic Violence
Partneredwith: Laura’s House

Celeste MacFarlane

Central Coast Region: Seal Beach Service Unit, Troop 1983
Girl Scout Ambassador, Los Alamitos High School
Future Aspiration/Career Goal: California State University, Long Beach

Celeste attended a workshop called, "Taking Action Against Teenage Domestic Violence and Increasing the
Awareness of Healthy Relationships". That workshop really made her aware of the seriousness of this subject.
So she created a school club during her senior year in high school, "Stop Teen Dating Abuse". Teen abuse is not
just a local problem in California; it is an issue all over the United States. Celeste started a movement to request
Legislation to further enact laws. The members of her club were very interested and one of her junior members
planned to continue this club after Celeste graduated.

“By creating my school club, it helped me manage my club by appointing club officers. During our club meetings, |
used material from Laura's House to guide my club meetings. | arranged my project advisor to speak to my club, and
my club donated gently-used clothing to Laura's House. | am very proud that | was able to pass on this important issue
to my high school members.”

Bathgate’s Big Heart

Samantha Madsen

South County Region: Saddleback Service Unit, Troop 261 “Tempest”
Girl Scout Ambassador
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Books for Schools

Destiny Mahood

Northwest Region: Fullerton/La Habra Service Unit, Troop 1114
Girl Scout Ambassador, Fullerton High School

Opt 4 Future

Laura Mandich

Central Coast Region: Huntington Beach Service Unit, Troop 1637
Girl Scout Ambassador

Knots of Love Club

Elderly Issues: Senior Centers
Partnered with: Knots of Love

Kiran Maqbool

South County Region: Rancho Trabuco Service Unit, Troop 1042

Girl Scout Ambassador, Mission Viejo High School

Future Aspiration/Career Goal: Saddleback Community College (Animal Science)/Veterinary Technician

Kiran was inspired and created a Knots of Love Organization at her local senior center. Knots of Love was

created for the sole purpose to send hand knit or crocheted hats to children and adults to local hospitals
who are battling life-threateningillnesses. She created this project plan including a budget, contacted to
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