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Be sure to check the weather for the area under “Mountain Center, 92561” on any weather website for 

Welcome to Camp Scherman! 

Progression is an important part of the Girl Scout Pro-
gram – especially in the outdoors.  It’s best to start 
small and build on each success.  Hopefully by the time 
your troop or group comes to camp, they’ve had the 
opportunity to spend the night together away from 
home – in a leader’s backyard, at a Program Center, 
etc.  This gives you the chance to see how each child 
functions away from home and family, and gives child 
the chance to experience a new type of group. In this 

Preparing Your Camper/Troop for Camp 
spirit of progression, a trip to Camp Scherman should 
not be the first overnight.  
 

If you have any questions regarding your upcoming 
weekend at Camp Scherman, please email  
Erin Johnson at ejohnson@girlscoutsoc.org. 
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Highways 79 and 371 is a few miles longer, but is 
usually ideal due to the lack of serious windy roads.  
This route is recommended if you have individuals 
with a tendency to get car sickness. This route is in-
cluded in this packet. This is also the route that our 
buses travel for summer camp. 
 
There are no signs marking "Camp Scherman" on 
Highway 74.  Look for the Morris Ranch Road turnoff 
to get to camp.  Fire Station #53 is on the corner. 
(See attached map for specific directions.) As you get 
to the top of Morris Ranch Road., you will see the 
orange signs on the sides of Morris Ranch Road. 
Follow the orange Camp Scherman signs to the “Turn 
Here” sign end of Morris Ranch Road. 
 
Once you arrive at camp, please check in first, then 
unload. Your car should be parked where instructed 
and left there for the duration of the weekend.  Camp 
guests are not permitted to drive around camp.             
 

The drive to Scherman can take anywhere from 2.5 - 4 
hours, depending on the route you take and when you 
leave.  Please remember that afternoon traffic between 
Orange County and Riverside can be quite heavy, par-
ticularly on Fridays. We recommend leaving for Camp 
Scherman between 2 and 3 p.m. You may want to stop 
for your dinner in Temecula on your way to camp. 
Should traffic cause you a considerable delay or if 
you will be arriving after 8:00PM, please call Camp 
Scherman at (951) 659-8540 and select #2 for week-
end camp/Massey Dining Hall. If no one answers 
please leave your name, troop number, your loca-
tion, time of call and phone number. This number is 
only operational on the weekend and is not regular-
ly monitored. 
 
There are several different ways to get to camp.  The I-
91 Freeway through Riverside to the Ramona Express-
way and Highway 74 is generally shortest, but does 
involve a good deal of twisting mountain driving.  The   
I-15 Freeway through Lake Elsinore and Temecula to 

Driving to Camp 
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After everyone has arrived, checked in and has eaten, the camp staff 
will have optional Friday night activities available for all to participate 
in. Activities can include a night hike, stargazing, games and more. 
You will also have the opportunity to ask the Weekend Director any 
questions. Please make sure that you and other adults have viewed 
the online orientation prior to coming up to Camp Scherman. 

Check-in: Please plan to arrive between 5:30 and 8:00PM.  Be pre-
pared to give the staff your accurate count of participants with your 
group.  You will receive your cabin assignment, be directed where to 
park, your vehicles. You may drive your car near your sleeping area 
to unload gear.  Please stay on the road. Once unloaded, all vehicles 
must be taken to the designated parking lot and backed in. After 
parking, return to the Massey Dining Hall to eat dinner or for the 
optional evening programming.  
 
Because camp is located in the mountains, cell phone service 
may not work. Be prepared to disconnect and put your phone on 
airplane mode. This is a great opportunity to disconnect and enjoy 
the weekend experience with your troop. 

Please note that there is no wifi access. 
 
Sleeping Arrangements: Each troop/group will be assigned cabin 
space. Massey cabins sleep 6-12 on bunkbeds within 2-4 rooms.   
Each cabin is equipped with heating, and an interior shared  bath-
room. The bathrooms in camp have flush toilets, and showers and 

electrical outlets for your use.  
 
Darkness/Night Sounds: Because there are no street lights or 
flashing neon signs nearby, Scherman becomes very dark at night.  
Flashlights/headlamps are strongly encouraged. This darkness, cou-
pled with various night sounds, can be worrisome for first time visi-
tors (girls and adults alike) to camp.  Sounds made by crickets, owls, 
coyotes and frogs are all a part of Scherman's "night music."  If your 
group is frightened by these sounds, sit  with them and help them 
identify the different sounds once you arrive at camp. 
 

Animals/Reptiles: Camp Scherman is located in chaparral country.  
We have many different lizards, mice, deer, coyotes, raccoons, 
birds, ants, scorpions and snakes.   
 
Altitude/Weather: Camp Scherman is located 5,500 feet above sea 
level, and requires an adjustment in a few habits.  It is important to 
wear a hat with a brim to protect your head and face from the strong 
sun.  It is also necessary for everyone to drink lots of water to help 
prevent headaches and stomach cramps caused by dehydration. 
You’ll enjoy Camp Scherman’s delicious mountain spring water all 
weekend long. Be sure to bring a reusable water bottle from home 
that can be filled up during your stay at camp. 
 

 

First Night’s Stay at Camp 

Medical Needs 
In general, as leaders or parents, you are responsible for provid-
ing minor first aid, administering any prescription or over-the-
counter medications, and providing any needed care for all ill-
nesses/injuries that may occur.  Following Safety Activity Check-
points, each troop or parent must bring their own well-stocked 
first aid kit and any medications their girls will need while in 
camp.   

Medications:  If you are a leader, you should collect and hold 
campers medications during the weekend. You should have 
Health History and Permission Slips from each parent giving you 
permission to dispense any medication to their camper.  You 
should also record on the back of the campers permission slip 
any time medication is administered.  Medications needed for the 
weekend should be in original containers with instructions for 
dispensing. They should be collected from the parent before 
leaving and given back to the parent upon return.   

Medical Assistance:  Our Health Center is located near the 
Dining Hall.  The Health Center will be staffed by a Level 2 First 
Aider, EMT or RN. A Health Staff  is available to assist leaders 
with health concerns, assist with more advanced first aid situa-

tions and handle emergency medical  as needed. 

 

 

 

The troop leader/adult cannot leave a camper at the health cen-
ter for care/observation.  If there is an emergency at camp, we 
will activate our emergency system and call 911.  Emergency 
response from Station 53, is approximately 5- 10 minutes. Trans-
porting to a hospital in Hemet, Temecula or Palm Desert is ap-
proximately one hour away from camp.  

Health Center staff will be present and available by radio at all 
times for the duration of the weekend. 

If your troop requires our Health Center’s assistance, please note 
that you are still the primary responsible adult and the person 
who will be in contact with your parents to help make medical 
decisions for the girls in your troop. 

If there is an emergency at home and those at home need to 
contact a camp participant, please contact Camp Scherman’s 
Weekend Camp Director at (951) 659-8540. This number will 
only be operational from Friday at 5:00PM to Sunday at 
12:00PM, and is not regularly monitored. 

We offer a variety of nutritional, well-balanced meals. We sug-
gest that you not bring a lot of extra food for your group and that 
you also ask your participants not bring food in their gear (food in 
cabins invites unwelcome rodents and insects). 

If anyone in your group has any special dietary needs or may be 
allergic to any foods, please contact us ASAP via email at    
ejohnson@girlscoutsoc.org so that we can advise our Kitchen.  
We try to accommodate dietary special needs; however, there 
may be instances where we may need to ask you to bring your 
own food.   

Camp Scherman is not a peanut/tree nut free camp, but we are 
“peanut/tree nut-aware”. We have respect for each camper and 
her needs. We are mindful about camper sensitives and reac-
tions to peanut/tree nuts and residues, including if a product is 
manufactured in a plant that process them.  

Please note:  we will automatically have vegetarian options at 
every meal, but you will need to give a count of vegetarians in 
your group upon arrival on the  first night. 

Meals 
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Day 2 & 3 

Last Day: The program on the last day will include at least 1 
activity rotation after breakfast and Scouts' Own. This is a tradi-
tional Girl Scout ceremony to close out an event and is arranged 
by one of the Troops or camp staff. This is an opportunity to qui-
etly reflect on your time at Camp Scherman. Troops will be able 
to sign up for this like other kapers over the weekend  

Each troop is responsible for cleaning their own sleeping/living 
area, including the bathrooms and the surrounding grounds be-
fore checking out.  After this is done, camp staff  will come by to 
check out of your cabin. The staff will do an exchange of Camp 
Scherman patches for all in attendance for the weekend evalua-
tion that is part of this weekend packet. Check out time on Sun-
day is approx. 12:00PM and most troops are packed and ready 
to depart before 12:30PM. 

       

    

All participants should be able to carry anything they may need 
for the day with them.  It is recommended that each participant 
bring their own backpack to carry water bottle, sunscreen, chap-
stick, sweatshirt additional clothing layers etc.  Your group may 
have some free time during the day. Many use this time to rest, 
but some leaders/adults try to bring some type of quiet activity 
just in case. This is also a good time to practice your skits for 
campfire after dinner. 

Campfire:  Campfire will be held on Saturday night. Please plan 
to share a skit or song. If you need assistance, any of the camp 
staff can help with skit and or song ideas.   

Participants should be prepared to take flashlights and wear 
clothing appropriate for after dark activities (long pants, sweat-
shirts or jackets). Campfire may be held indoors or outdoors de-
pending on the weather. Campfire is a program at camp, regard-
less if there is a “real” fire or not. Actual fire will be determined on 
the weather and the approval of the Fire Department. 

What is Expected of the Group Leader (and other adults with your group) 

You are responsible for your group participants and the children 
while at camp.  Camp staff will facilitate program activities and be 
available to assist you and answer questions as needed.  Please 
speak with Weekend Director camp staff about concerns or 
questions. 

The camp staff will facilitate the weekend program and may ask 
for assistance from the adults as needed.  If you see a specific 
need and would like to volunteer to help, please do so.  Please 
understand that there will be no one assigned to specifically as-
sist you in your living area. The camp staff will be sleeping in a 
cabin centrally located to the group. 

You are responsible for:  

• Ensuring that all adults have watched the online weekend 
orientation video prior to attending the weekend. 

• Ensuring that each child is accompanied by an adult at all 
times while at camp.  

• Following all Safety Activity Checkpoints as they relate to 
your troop level, camp and the activities. 

• Making sure the sleeping area and surroundings are left as 
clean or cleaner than you found it. 

• Ensuring that the children and adults are being safe at 
camp. 

• Bringing your group to the dining hall for meals on time. 

 

• Ensuring that the dining area is cleaned before departing 
after meal times. 

• Supervising your group at all times, day and night.         
Maintaining proper girl: adult ratios during the weekend. 

• Ensuring that all participants (girls and adults) are behaving 
in a respectable Girl Scout manner while at camp. 

• Helping program staff when your assistance is needed. 

• Refraining from and ensuring that the group is not consum-
ing or in possession of alcohol or drugs while at camp. 

• Handling minor first aid. Bring serious injuries to the atten-
tion of the Health Center Staff. 

• Bring any questions or concerns to the attention of the 
Weekend Director. 

• Filling out an evaluation of the weekend camp, using your 
own feedback as well as that of the girls. 

• Participate in the activities, and have FUN and memorable 
experience at Camp Scherman. 
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General Camp Information 
• Please be sure to watch the online weekend orientation video prior to attending your scheduled weekend camp. 

• Smoking is allowed only in the area designated by the Weekend Director– this includes but is not limited to e-
cigarettes and vapes. DO NOT smoke in the cabins, bathrooms, tents, shelter ! Please use the provided containers for 
proper disposal. Keep in mind that we are in high fire danger areas and by smoking in an unauthorized area, you are 
putting camp at risk.  

• The use of alcohol is strictly prohibited at all times while at Camp Scherman. 

• Leaders/Adults must always be with their campers. All camp participants should always use the buddy system 

• Adults should keep their ID and car keys in their backpack and with them during the weekend. 

• Everyone must wear closed toe shoes and socks at all times, unless they are swimming, sleeping or showering. We 
are a sandal free zone for the duration of the weekend. 

• After checking in with the Weekend Director, you will then be able to unload your vehicle near your cabin. Please stay 
on the road. Once you have unloaded you will then need to move your vehicle to the parking lot . Be sure that your 
vehicle is backed in, so that in case of an emergency all vehicles are able to exit quickly and safely. Your vehicle must 
remain parked in the parking lot until the designated time on Sunday. 

Health Center 

• Troop Leaders  and or designated adult are responsible for the medication, first aid and health concerns of each child. 

• The camp first aider (Level ll, RN or EMT) will be available to provide additional first aid for leaders, parents and     
 campers in case of an emergency. 

Meal Times 

• Breakfast is served from 7:30-8:30AM, Dinner is served from 5:30-6:30PM.Please come any time within that 
timeframe. 

• Food may be served in a “Buffett  or Family Style” as the leader/adult, please try to keep your group together and         
 assist and supervise campers as needed.      

• Adults must accompany all campers to meals. 

• When your troop/group is done eating, please wipe down “bus” your table and scrape your dishes and place items in    
 the proper crate. 

• Coffee and tea are for adults only. “Hot” beverages may be provided for campers at a safe temperature 

WHAT IF… 

THERE IS AN EMERGENCY?  Camp Staff will be with you at program areas will direct you to safety. 

•  At that time please gather all of your entire group (children and adults) and report to the following area: 

•  101 Parking lot if you are near  Massey Dining Hall or in Massey Cabins 

•  101 Parking lot if tent camping in the Meadow 

•  Tack House if in Wanish or Adoette 

•  Museum if you are at the lake, pool, archery or A&C 

  THERE IS A LOST CAMPER? 

• If you find a camper, please bring her immediately to the nearest camp staff or the Weekend Director. 

• If you lose a camper, please notify the nearest camp staff or the Weekend Director immediately. Your campers should 
be in the buddy system, so you should be missing 2 campers not just one! 

LOST & FOUND (clothing item or equipment) 

• Lost and found will be located in the Dining Hall, all items that are left over after the event will be taken to the Girl 
Scout Center in Irvine and if unclaimed after 2 weeks it will be donated. 

IF YOU SEE A SNAKE 

• DON’T PANIC!! Walk quietly and quickly way and contact camp staff and they will take care of it.  

• Remember 2 Q’s: QUIETLY AND QUICKLY!! 
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Please be sure to label items with your name. 

The following list will help you and your group pack for Camp 
Scherman.  This is a general list and is not meant to be exact for 
every situation.  You and your group need to decide what is ap-
propriate for each of your individual needs. 

Throughout the year, it can get very cold at camp, please come 
prepared to dress in layers depending on the weather. Make 
sure to bring a warm sleeping bag and extra blanket!!!   Camp 
Scherman can be warm during the day and very cold at night! 
There have been times it has snowed in June and has been 90o 
in November 

Don’t forget dinner on the first night is on your own, feel free to  
bring dinner or stop on the way up and eat prior to your arrival to 
camp. Also bring a first aid kit for your groups use while at camp 
and on the road. 

Regardless of the weather, be prepared to dress in layers...  
If you are interested in purchasing Camp Scherman apparel,  
items  available at www.girlscoutsoc.org and shop in Irvine. With 
notification, your order can be delivered to camp for your sched-
uled weekend camp. 

 

Camp Packing List 

November—April 

□ T-shirts, long pants (shorts optional) 

□ Warm sweater or sweatshirt 

□ Warm jacket 

□ Hat with a brim 

□ Gloves, beanie, scarves 

□ Warm pajamas 

□ Sturdy sneakers or snow boots 

□ Thick warm socks, underwear 

□ Towel, toiletries and soap 

□ Reusable Water bottle 

□ DAY PACK—TO CARRY ITEMS DURING THE DAY 

□ Warm sleeping bag & extra blanket, no character bags 

□ Pillow, twin fitted sheet  for mattress (optional) 

□ Flashlight/ headlamp, battery powered lantern only 

May—October 

□ T-shirts, long pants 

□ Shorts 

□ Sweatshirt, jacket 

□ Bathing suit, towel, sunscreen (pending weather) 

□ Hat with a brim 

□ Warm Pajamas 

□ Sturdy sneakers or lightweight hiking boots 

□ Socks, underwear 

□ Towel, toiletries and soap 

□ Reusable Water bottle 

□ DAY PACK—TO CARRY ITEMS DURING THE DAY 

□ Warm sleeping bag & extra blanket, no character bags  

□ Pillow, twin fitted sheet for mattress (optional) 

□ Flashlight/headlamp, battery powered lantern only 

October 1 through May 15 

Winter and early spring weekend camps at Camp Scherman can provide various weather patterns, keep that in mind to ensure 
that you are prepared for those possible sudden changes in weather. Here are a few guidelines to help you and your girls learn 
the importance of prepared: 

If local weather reposts indicate approaching storms, either in Orange County or Riverside County, check for conditions at 
camp (Mountain Center). It may be raining in Orange County but beautiful at Camp Scherman—or the opposite may be true. 
The established weather and road conditions’ hotline from the Highway Patrol for Camp Scherman is (800) 427-7623. The 
mountain roads leading to Camp Scherman are Highways 74 and 371. 

Be prepared—ALWAYS carry snow chains that fit your tires and know how to put them on your car. It is 
required by the California Highway Patrol that you carry chains in your car between October 1 and May 
15. 

Camping in inclement weather can provide an excellent learning experience fo you and  your girls. Make the experience a posi-
tive one. Be prepared… Be Flexible… and you will have fun! 

If you have any further questions about Camp Scherman, please email: ejohnson@girlscoutsoc.org 
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Equipment Available to Troops 

• Fully enclosed dormitory style cabins sleep 12-24 

• Each cabin has 2-4 rooms with bunkbeds. Each room sleeps 4-6 

• Heat and electricity  

• Restrooms inside the cabin with flushing toilets, hot water and showers          

• Participants will need to bring their own bedding. See suggested packing list. 

Camp Programming (weather permitting) 
Camp programming is open to weekend participants. There may be some areas that are designated at certain 
times for specific programming.  

Please do not enter a program areas unless a camp staff is there. Leaders/Adults must accompany all campers 
to the program areas and help supervise and/or participate in each program area.  

Camp Scherman has an open program schedule, which means there is not a set schedule for rotating. Some 
program areas may be open in the morning only, and some open just in the afternoon, while others will be open 
all day. Please be patient if there are people already at an area, we will make sure that everyone is able to partic-
ipate in the programs being offered. Activities will be held on Sunday after breakfast, after Flag and Scouts Own.  
 

 Pool Swimming*   Canoeing  Archery              Low Ropes Course 

 Songs & games  Nature/museum              Arts & crafts        Climbing Tower* (Brownies and Up) 

 Rock Scrambling  Campfire and skits - enjoy ours or prepare one to share! 
 

 

These activities are available for you to enjoy at any time, on your own: 

 Hiking   Stargazing                  Troop Time 

 Trail exploration  Nature activities           Campfire Skit/Song Prep 

 

 

 

* Some activity areas are seasonal and may be dependent on staffing availability and weather conditions and only open during certain 
times of the year. There are some limitations per SAC on what activities campers can participate in while at camp. 
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• Take the 91 East towards Riverside      
(17.9 miles) 

• Take the I-15 South towards San Diego 
(38.2 miles) 

• Take the second 79/Temecula Parkway 
exit to Indio, head East toward Aguanga 
(17.8 miles) 

• Turn left onto the 371 at the stop sign     
(21 miles) 

• Turn left at the 74                                     
(3.9 miles) 

 

 

 

• Turn right on Morris Ranch Road 

• The gate to Camp Scherman is approx.     
3 miles up the road. 

• Massey Dining Hall Check In: Turn LEFT 
at the 4th gate/driveway. Follow “Training 
Center” signs 

• Massey Dining Hall Check In: follow the 
signs down a slight hill, veer left from the 
parking lot to Massey Dining Hall. 

• Camp Staff will be there to check you in 

 

Please note that if you opt for your navigation, the 
directions will most likely take you through Hemet and 
a significantly windy route to camp. 

Driving to Camp Scherman 

Should traffic cause you a considerable delay or if you will be arriving after 8:00PM, please 
call Camp Scherman at (951) 659-8540. If no one answers please leave your name, troop 
number, your location, time of call and phone number. This number is only operational on the 
weekend and is not regularly monitored. 
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Troop/Group Evaluation– Ranch House Cabins 
 


