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This past spring 5th grade Girl Scouts from several different troops and GSIs (Girl 
Scout Independents) came together as part of the first GSOC San Francisco 
Travel Patrol. The travel Patrol is made up of a group of Girl Scouts from different 
troops, who meet once a month at Girl Scouts of Orange County’s Headquarters 
with our Global Action Team chaperones, Siobhan Hickey and Addy Lerner, to 
plan a trip to Girl Scouts of Northern California’s Golden Gate Bridging event. At 
this event over 7,000 girls from across the US come together to cross the Golden 
Gate Bridge and bridge from Juniors to Cadettes. 

In preparation for this Girl Scout milestone, our experienced Global Action Team 
volunteers help the girls learn how to be travelers, not tourists, providing them 
with important life skills that they will carry with them. Girls learn about everything 
from packing the right gear to connecting with the local culture of the place they 
are visiting. “Travel gives girls the chance to step out on their own, take risks, 
and experience something new. Girl Scouts gives them a network of girls to 
enjoy these new experiences with and a safe place to do it,” says Siobhan 
Hickey, Global Action Team volunteer. 

 



Girls planned every detail of their experience in San Francisco; how they got 
there, where they stayed, and what they did! Kaekoa of Troop 3713 said, “My 
favorite thing about being on the travel patrol was having the independence of 
being away from my family and exploring a new city with new friends. I also 
enjoyed walking across the Golden Gate Bridge and seeing a whale and a sea 
lion.” On the trip, the girls not only experienced the bridging event, but spent time 
exploring Fisherman’s Wharf and Chinatown, went on a ghost tour of Alcatraz, 
and even shared a giant sourdough bear from Boudin Bakery. 

This unique experience allowed girls from a variety of troops and backgrounds to 
come together and make new friends. Global Action Team volunteer, Addy 
Lerner says, “Girl Scouts is part of a global network of girls through the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. Travel brings the world a little bit 
closer to home and allows girls to take risks and connect with new people and 
places.” 

Our 2019 San Francisco Travel Patrol is getting up and running again with a new 
group of girls learning about travel, planning their dream trip, and making new 
friends. If you would like more information for your daughter or troop, please fill 
out our interest form.   

http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/2lY8n7rtIb4Na6Eb853S


Girl Scout Brownie and first year Girl Scout Junior troops who want to bridge in 
San Francisco can also check out our brand new Steps to San Francisco 
Bridging resource. This resource contains all of the training requirements for 
traveling troops, an ideal travel progression, and even badge and Journey 
connections to help prepare girls for travel.   

To help your girl unleash her full potential through Girl Scouts, 
visit girlscoutsoc.org/join 

 

We're looking forward to sharing stories of local Girl Scouts and volunteers in our 
Program in Action Section. Tell us what you’re up to and you might be 
featured! Submit your story today! 

     

http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/content/dam/girlscoutsoc/documents/Program/Steps_to_San_Francisco_FINAL.pdf
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/content/dam/girlscoutsoc/documents/Program/Steps_to_San_Francisco_FINAL.pdf
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/en/about-girl-scouts/join.html
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/stories
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