
December 2018 – Financial Literacy? There’s a 
Badge – and a Cookie – for that! 

The badges girls earn during the Girl Scout Cookie program are specifically 
designed to develop Financial Literacy skills in age-appropriate ways, starting at 
5 years old. In fact, the sooner girls learn about money, the better the decisions 
they’ll make in the future. Whether she’s 6, 12, or 18 years old, your girl will 
benefit from financial literacy her entire life. 

When girls set goals and make decisions about how to run their Girl Scout 
Cookie sale, they’re practicing Financial Literacy in real-life situations – providing 
them with insight, skills, and practical knowledge in areas like budgeting, 
philanthropy, making smart buying decisions, financial planning, and more. 

We know that Girl Scouts practice and develop STELLAR SKILLS when it comes 
to Goal Setting, Decision Making, People Skills, Business Ethics and Money 
Management - and the winners of our 2018 Stellar Skills contest prove it! These 

http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/en/cookies/cookie-contests---events.html


5 Girl Scouts are helping to lead the largest entrepreneurial program for girls in 
the world by exceling in the 5 essential business skills – and your Girl Scout can 
thrive, too! 

Business Ethics: Eliana Pham 2018 was Eliana’s first year participating in the 
cookie program, and her booth sale was on a cold, windy Sunday afternoon, and 
half way through, it started raining. Eliana insisted on staying the full two hours 
and told her mom that it was “important to keep your promise and we made a 
promise to work this shift and it is very important to honor our commitments.” Her 
mom says, “Her tenacity and perseverance is beyond her age. The lesson that 
she taught me here is, when you make a commitment you need to try and honor 
it by completing it, no matter how difficult the environment might be. 

http://www.girlscouts.org/en/cookies/all-about-cookies/Where-the-Money-Goes.html.html


Decision Making: Alyssa Brannick Alyssa has been participating in the cookie 
program for 5 years. Her troop leader calls Alyssa the peacemaker, and says, 
“During our meeting, she helped the troop come to a peaceful decision about 
cookie profits. Six girls wanted to go to one place and six wanted another, Alyssa 
was able to help her troop comprise and ended up with a better decision. She is 
a super star at listening to all sides and finding a happy middle ground. Through 
her work, our troop is stronger, with new ways to approach troop voting. Alyssa is 
amazing!” 



Goal Setting: Brooke Rifkin Brooke has been participating in the cookie 
program for 3 years. This year, she set a goal of 300 cookies and 150 cookie 
shares, put it in writing, posted her goal on ABC Smart Cookie, and then planned 
to achieve it by creating a cookie selling pitch video, which she sent to family and 
friends and posted on Social Media. She sold door-to-door, at Cookie Booths and 
online. She even set up a cookie booth inside a friend’s house on Super Bowl 
Sunday! She used the cookie iPhone app for girl deliveries, gave her customers 
tax-deductible receipts and/or handmade thank you cards & bookmarks too! 



People Skills: Marysol Cazarez Marysol has been in the cookie program for 
over 7 years, and says, “Selling cookies has helped my communication skills. I 
am very comfortable speaking, and I am often complimented on my smile, 
enthusiasm and ability maintain eye contact. I have confidence, and my 
customers are impressed by how I engage in conversation, share my goals and 
give back to the community with cookie program proceeds. I have courage and 
confidence to participate in leadership positions. I understand the importance of 
making a personal connection with the people I meet.” 



Money Management: Melina Mayo 2018 is Melina’s second year in the cookie 
program, and she tells us, “Managing the money was a little tricky for me 
because I am in first grade and still learning math, but I did my best. I practiced 
my adding and subtracting. I kept the money in a special envelope so it would not 
get lost or mixed up. My mommy and daddy let me do all the talking and thinking 
so I could practice and learn how to manage the money when people paid for the 
cookies so I would not be short any money when I sold cookies. Even though I 
haven't learned multiplication yet, I still learned how to multiply by 5s.” 

Great Job to the 2018 winners of the Stellar Skills contest – nominations are 
open for the 2019 contest, so first-time sellers and veteran cookie pros alike to 
enter the Stellar Skills contest. One girl will be selected to represent each of the 5 
Skills: Goal Setting, Decision Making, People Skills, Business Ethics, and Money 
Management. Our Steller Skills girls and their families will be invited to attend the 
Stellar Sellers Dinner, receive a special recognition of their Stellar Skills, and 
earn a fun patch! 

Complete the online entry form by March 31 to enter. 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/72M9uZ4P29Qd6b6O


But wait, there’s more ways your girl can sharpen her Financial Literacy 
skills! Check out: 

• Many of these incredible skills start with a Girl Scout badge, and we’re
exploring all of them! Check out the Financial Literacy badges Girl Scouts
can earn during cookie season by grade level:
Daisy | Brownies | Cadettes | Juniors | Seniors | Ambassadors

• 2019 Cookie Kick-Off! Jan 19, 2019  - Join hundreds of fellow Girl Scouts
at the Cookie Kickoff event on January 19, 2019 to kick-off a great cookie
season! Learn about the Girl Scout Cookie Program; Master goal setting,
decision making, money management, people skills, and business
ethics; Enjoy 20+ activities to complete the 2019 Cookie Activity Pin, and
more! Cookie Kickoff is for everyone! Register Now!

• 2019 Cookie University for Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors -
Cookie University is located within the Cookie Kick off, but it is an
experience of it’s own! Be part of the first graduating class of Cookie
University at the Cookie Kickoff event on January 19, 2019Cadettes,
Seniors and Ambassadors Connect your past success in the Girl Scout
cookie program to your future success in college and beyond! Learn how
to use goal setting, decision making, money management, people skills,
and business ethics like a BOSS in your future plans! Enjoy all of the
activities of the Cookie kickoff event, PLUS exclusive access to Cookie
University, with all new badge workshops! Register for the Cookie Kickoff,
and choose that you will be attending Cookie University to get a $5
discount code off the registration price! Cookie University space is
limited. Register Now!

With so many fun ways to lean and earn in Girl Scouts, we are so excited to 
see girls out there sharpening their Financial Literacy skills! Click on the 
image to find out more about the 2019 Cookie Program. 

We're looking forward to sharing stories of local Girl Scouts and volunteers in our 
Program in Action Section. Tell us what you’re up to and you might be 
featured! Submit your story today! 

http://blog.girlscouts.org/2018/01/entrepreneurship-in-actionthe-four.html
http://blog.girlscouts.org/2018/01/entrepreneurship-in-actionthe-4-badges.html
http://blog.girlscouts.org/2018/01/entrepreneurship-in-actionthe-six.html
http://blog.girlscouts.org/2018/01/entrepreneurship-in-actionthe-4-badges_11.html
http://blog.girlscouts.org/2018/01/entrepreneurship-in-actionthe-four_12.html
http://blog.girlscouts.org/2018/01/entrepreneurship-in-actionthe-four_15.html
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/content/girlscoutsoc/en/events-repository/2019/save_the_date_for_th.html
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/content/girlscoutsoc/en/events-repository/2019/save_the_date_for_th.html
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/stories
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